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British Consulate General, ee 


ALGIERS. 
1th February 1927. 


| 


“pis 


o 


I have the honour to report that the Hondurian Steamship 
"ULUA", an ex-corvette, entered the bay of Algiers on the morning of 
Saturday, Sth February, and proceeded to the other side of the bay 
where she anchored in a creek near La Ferousse. It would appear that 
the Master of the ship then got in touch with Messrs. Joseph Lasry & 
Fils, steamship agents, with whom he had communicated by wireless, 
asking to be supolied with water and a certain quantity of oil fuel. 
Later on in the efternoon, while lying anchored in the dreek, a 
number of Jewish passengers were allowed on the deck and this was 
seen by the local inhabitants, who in due course informed a press 
reporter. At about four o'clock the ship was brought into Algiers 
harbour with hatches battened down and no passengers visible. She 
took on oil and water and left Algiers at ten o'clock the same | 
evening, clearing for the port of Genoa. 
Ze Regulerly everyday, around mid-day or early in the afternoon, 
a member of the starf goes round the port to see what ships are in 
harbour and to look out for anything suspicious. This was duly done 
on the day in question but at that time the Ulua was still lying 
anchored up a creek on the other side of the bay and was therefore not 


noticed. 


3e The first notification I had that there was anything susvic- 
ious was when a brief report appeared in the local Press on Tuesday 
moming. I immediately made the necessary enquiries and informed 
Malta and Port Said of my suspicions. 


his I asked for the local manager or the firm of Josepn Lasry 

to call upon me but,in his absence, a Chief Clerk who had been left in 
charge presented himself. IL pointed out to him that he must have 
Imown that the ship in question for which he had accepted the agency 
by wireless was a peculiar case and that if they ever again had dealings 
with an illegal Jewish immigrant ship, as presumably the Ulua was, I 
should be forced to recommend that the agencies for certain British 
lines which they-held should be withdraym from them. . Mr. Aldrey, the 
Chief Clerk in guestion, stated that they had received a wireless 
message from the Ulua asking them to act as the ship's agents to obtain 
oil fuel end water and that until he actually saw the vessel his sus- 
Picions were not aroused. 


Ds He stated that when he went on board the vessel only the crew 
were visible and that therefore the Jewish immigrants must have been 
battened down below. He further stated that the Master appeared to 
have plenty of reaGy cash and paid his bills in United States collars. 
He vrotested that he would never handle a similar case again, as he 
anticipated that Mr. Hgseph Lasry, Senior, the owner of the firm would. 
be very upset about it as he values his connection with United Kingdom 


Steamship Companies. 


6.6 I next paid a visit to Mr. Perillier, the Prefect of Algiers, 
pointing out that the arrangement which we had come to about informing 
ime of any craft calling here and suspected of carrying illegal 
immigrants to Palestine had not been observed and that both Port Police 
and Customs authorities who allowed this ship to clear for Genoa must 
have been extremely unobservant or obtuse if they had not noticed 


His Majesty's Prin#ipal Secretary of State / anything 
for Foreign Apfairs, 
GtGes.- ClCes 


Cte, 


Foreign Office, 


LONDON, S.W. 1. 
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anything peculiar. about the visit of this ship. The Prefect fully 

agreed that the Port Authorities had failed in their duty and 
oromised to give them a good shaling up to ensure that in future 

any such cases should be reported to himself and to me immediately. 


He thought that they had got rather slack about such matters as, 4s 
far as is know, this is the first fully-loaded supposedly illegal 
Jewish immigrent ship which has used the port of Aysiers. 


rie IT have given strict instructions to the clerk in charge 

of our shipping office that we must in future keep a much stricter 
watch during week-ends and that in addition to his daily round of 
the port he is to call upon the port police every Monday morning 

to ensure that no suspicious craft have entered the port at any time 


during the week-end. 


Si | I trust that these additional precautions will prove a 
satisfactory safe-guard against doubtful ships being able to sneak 
in and out of the port without my prompt knowledge of such cases, 

I propose to mention this matter to the Governor General when the 
first suitable opportimity presents itself, although I am convinced 
that the French authorities here take a friendly attitude in this 
matter, any fault lying with negligence among their subordinates. 


9. A copy of this despatch is being sent to Hys Majesty's 
A,bassador at Paris and to the Commander in Chief, Mediterranean, 
at Malta. 


I have the honour to be, 
With tne highest respect, 
Sin, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Foy oe 7) 


391430 040934 9I7198Ng 3HL 40 LHDIYAd0D 


NOO NOT 


Reese ee safe | ae cay f fl a 
TELERM ROM, pMAG aw, 
oe Te geste, aa 4 MA, a ies 
Dated a pi f CAN x i ; } 
Received . en ta Af 4 "te 
Gea LY J Lb { We 7 Bogs 


25° HA py 
. Cur 


f 


Beth... maa, An MD 


Ca pres (wim bel. under vefce.) Sent be Lo , Achy, 


Ce /) 


The reply of the Honduranean Government is 
satisfactory so far as it goes. But on inspection 
it does not take us very far. The "Ulua" is no 
longer registeredas Honduranean. She has been 
sold to an American company and it is just possible 
that she has been re-registered as American. a 
very much doubt this, since all reports we have 
received are to the effect that she is still 
Operating under Honduras registry and she appears 
in the last Lloyds Register as of Honduras flag. 


Last Paper. 
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References. 


I am asking MI. 5. to try to make certain 
that the "Ulua" has not been registered as an 
; American vessel. But even if this were proved, 
(How disposed of.) it would leave us with the following situation. 
The "Ulua" is a vessel previously registered under 
Honduras flag and not re-registered since 
November, 1946, under any other flag. She is 
accordingly a vessel without regular registry but 
masyuerading under a flag to which she no longer 
has any right. She thus falls into the category 
of ships without a proper flag, whose diversion to 
Cyprus was considered by the Cabinet. As the 
Cabinet turned down this proposal, we could not 
take action in the present case without further 
reference to the Cabinet. There is the added risk 
that, if American-owned, the vessel might bring out 
the Stars and Stripes from her locker. 
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If the Honduras Government eventually agree to 
the orinciple of diversion of illegal immigrant 
Ships and if a vessel still registered as 
Honduranean turns up, we shall be able to take 
action. But the present case does not fulfil 


(Ketion these conditions. Shave Has vitw 


completed. ) 


(J.G.S. Beith) 
N ext Paper. See 26th February, 1947. 
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CONFIDENTIAL  < ewpepy yan 


Your telegram No. % regarding $.5, Ulua, 


I am informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that the Honduranean Government have no (repeat no) 
objeetion to the arrest of the above ship on the high 


seas and her rich en to Cyprus as she has no yight.to. 
the Honduys lag, this vessel havitig béen solc 


ROL 4 aoe 


“the ‘Weston Trading olipany New York, and her Bows Pale 
of registry cancelled cn November 2ist last. 


2, With regard to agreement in principle, the 
Honduranean Government considering the matter, result 
of which will be telegraphed in due course, 


saduasas. ay 
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With the a aa of 
the Under Secretary of State 


for the Colonies, 


Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
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Downing Street, 
. S.Wele 


26th February, 1947. 


76021/54 


Dear Chadwick, 


As you will see from the exchenge of teleyrams 
between the Foreign Office and our representative in 
Honduras, the agreement of that Government in the inter- 
ception of the "Ulua" was sought, but unfortunately it 
appeared that the "Ulua"s Honduranean registry had been 
cancelled in November, It has therefore not proved 
possible to. intercept this vessel and divert her to Cyprus, 
Bince both Admiralty and Foreign Office hold that we must 
have a cast iron case before putting a new procedure into 
operation, | 


[auasafay 


It has therefore become a matter of prime importance 
that we should have ss soon as possiivle the most 
authentic information about the countries of registry of 
suspect shipe, and I should be grateful if you would 
ensure that your representatives abroad are so instructed, 
and advised to notify you immediately of any change of 


registry. 
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_ Perhaps. we could have information about the present 
registration of the 14 ships contained in your letter to 
Fitzgerald, On the whole it would I think, be better to 
defer approaches to the Governments concerned until we 


/have 


MAJOR CHADWICK. 


cerely, 


Yours Bin 


Ships 
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Duff Cooper, De 12.15 pom 26th February 1947. 
No. 175 Re 11.27 a.m. 26th Feb 1947, 


26th February 1947. 


IMPORTANT. 


Please pass following to Admiralty from 
BeN.A. 261140. : 3e 


[Begins]. 
SECRET. 
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Reference telephone conversation 5-5. Mervine 
not (repeat not) at present at Marseilles. Cannot 
find in Lloyds index. Please check name as there 
is ship ex Mersine now Emek nationality Turkish. 

- NO information as to present whereabouts. 
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Cypher/OTP | 27 FEB DEPARTWENTAL NO.1. 
FROM TEGUCIGALPA TO FORSIGN OFFIGe: ~ 


Mr, Fowler | D, 6.00 p.m 26th February 1947 
Ne. 9 Re 6.50 am. 27th February 1947 


CRRARAEORE LS 


e6th February 1947 


Minister for Foreign Affairs today informs me that he 
has been wrongly informed by the Ministry of War Marine 
and Aviation regarding the steamship "Ulua", It now 
transpires that thig ship belmgs to Caribbean Atlantic 
Shipping Corporation of Panama and that she flies the 
Honduras flag in virtue of a provisional certificate of 
registry extended by the Honduras Consul General New York 
November 21st 1946 valid for six months. 


2. Minister for Foreign Affairs has today 
telegraphed the Honduras Consul General New York informing 
him that the ship is fraudulently carrying considerable 
number of Jews and instructing him to inform the owners 
that it is liable to be intercepted on the high seas by 
British authorities and that if she enters,Pralestinian 
territorial waters or if proved to be engafed in illicit 
traffic on the high seas certificate of registry will 
be automatically withdrawn. 


3. Reply to “agreement in principle" not yet received. 
[Copy sent to Middle ast Secretariat] 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen. sir A. Cunningham)” ~~ | 
! 
TO 8S. OF §S, NIK ° 4 MAR 


D. 28th February, 1947 « 
t 


R. 28th 13.30 hres. 


% 


IMPORTANT 


No.439 Secre te 
Illegal Immigration. 


There are persistent reports that ships arriving in 
the near future (e.g. ULUA) will carry american crews, the 
objective being to embroil us with the U.S. over any untoward 
incidents or prosecutions which may result. If these are 


on Ddoard when ships are apprehended and can be identified, they 


will be prosecuted for abetting illegal immigration. You may 


eee may. 


wish to consider whether it would be desirable to give the 
U.S. authorities advance notification of this intention. 
Opies sen O3= 
No.10 Downing Street 
Lord Presidant | 
Admiral ty 
iD 


PoS. to Prime Miniater, 
Private Secretary. 
Private Secretary. 
First Sea Lord. 

Mr. G.C.B. Dodds, 
Private secretary. 
ColsG. 8. 

Lt.Col. J.G, Atkinson. 
Lt. Col. W. Gore. 

Chief of Air Staff. 
Private Secretary. 

Sir N. Brook, . 
Mr. E.A. Armstrong. 
Private Secretary. — 
Mr. C.W. Baxter. 

ir. Beith. . 
Private Secretary, 

Sir H. Wilson Smi th. 
Defence Registry. 
Mele5-« Mr. J.G. /RObertson. 
Ministry of Transport Private Secretary. | 
Poreign Office Research Dept. Air Commodore K,C. Buss. 
Dominfons Gftfod P - private Secretary, 


rt] 
War Office 
wv 7 
" tt UeQ elle 
f ef tus Ie36 ' 
Air Ministry 
wt st 
Cabinet Offices 
tp  # 
Foreign Office 
Tf ] ve 
t #0 | 
Ministry of Defence 
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OUTWARD. TELEGRAM 


T0 PALESTINE (Gen. sir A. REAR am). 


FROM 3. OF 5., COLONIES. 
Sent 8th March, 1947. 22.30 hrs. 


‘47s Confidential. 


Your telegram No. 439 Secret. 


I should be grateful for earliest information 
regarding action taken against crew of “ULUA." Request 
you will repeat your reports to H.M. Ambassador, Washington, | 


No. 10 Downing “Street 


Lord President 
Admiralty 


# 


‘War Office 


M. 9.14.) 
te 9 woe 
Air Ministry 


Cabinet Offices 
t Offi 


Foreign Office 

| bore 
if tt 

Ministry of Defence = 
ae _ | 

M.I. 5.0 

Dominions office | 

Winistry, of, Transport 


Forei office esearch 
OP ooaetoent)} 


@gbtt!epe t 


8 . 


bette Fee ee ai 


aif American naticnals involved. : 


P.S. to Prime Minister. 
Private Secretary. 
Private Secretary. 
First Sea Lord. 

Mr. G.C.B. Dodds.. 
Private Secretary. 
C.1I.G.8. 


Lt. Col. J.G. Atkinson. 


LE. Gol J. Gore, 
Private Secretary, 
Chief of Sir Staff. 
Sir N. Brook. 

Mr. EA. Armstrong. 
Private Secretary. 
Mr. C.W. Baxter, 
Mr. Beith. : 
Private Secretary. 


§ir Henry Wilson Smith. 


Defence Registry. 


Mr. J.C. Robertson. 


Private Secretary. 
Frivate Secretary. 


Air Commodore K.C. Buss. 
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PROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir 4, Cunningham) 


TO S. OF S.,. COLONIES. 


D. tith March, 19475 | | 
.itth oe 22,20 hrae INDEXED 


NE OORT TY 


No, 529 Confidential. 


Addressed to S. of Ss 
Repeated to Washington, Nos U9. 


Your confidential No. Uj. 
ULUA. | 


i0 persons were handed over by the Navy to 
as being members of the crew of this shio, They hed no « 
at all, 2 of them, who claimed to be Americar citizens, « 
interviewed by the United States Vice Consul Prom Ferusalem, 
who got nothing out of them but statement thai they had beer 
born in the United States of American and now wanted toa bse 
treated in the same manner aa other immigrants, 
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25 - No (repeat no) evidence to show thet these i9 wera 
in fact crew members. on-poard the ULBA 
Was apparently a crew list of 33 members, 17 of whom were 
sisted as being United States citizens. But none of the 
names Of the 10 mentioned above corrasyvonden with any of the 
names on this crew list, 
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‘se 
a 
Vw 
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i ww bis ue iv47 


= 
SENT TO DEpf. 


ig no (repeat no) satisfactory (?group ond bed | 
| réute any prosecution. The 70 persons concerned) 
are being sent to Athiit Camp. : 3 
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PaS. tO Prime Minister 
Private Senreusrye 
Private Seerstary., 
First Sea Lords 

Ne. G.6,B, Dadda. 
Private Geeretarya 

Cas Me Ge Se 

Lie Gol, J,G, Abkinsons 
Lt. Gol, Wa Gores 
Private Saecrotarys 
Chie? of AR 3 Seaff. 
Sir Ne BOOK. 

Wis Ba As AXIS 4 & CP OULE fos 
Private Feerovwarye 

Mae Cy fe Baber, 
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Han Wiieca Smivhia 
Def an Ge Registry, 
Mia oe to Rowe PESORS 
Private Seeretlary ss 
Private Searetary. 
ALY Gommodore K.C. Buss, 
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At the suggestion of Mr. Perowne, the 
panamanian Charzé d'Affaireshas been in 
touch with me about the registration of 
Jewish illegal immigration vessels under 
Fanamanian flag. He gave me the names of 
the following vessels which he suspected 
of being involved in the traffic:- 


se Oe 


in Palestine Waters with 
illegal immigrants and 
have presumably been 
impounded. 


"San --, both of which arrived 


"San Miguel" 


"San Basilio" (The Panamanian Legation . 
hive cancelled her 
registry and she is 
stuck at Gothenburg). 


'tsan Rusebio" about whose whereabouts 
- the Legation asked for 
information. 


"San Filippo" (Reported to be at 
- Marseilled.' 


Senor Morales told me that on. | 
investigation he considered that the owners 
concerned were the victims of bad faith on. 
the part of John Hliadis, formerly one of 
their masters. The owners are, I believe, 


called Rethymnos and Kyriakis. 


Senor Kiorales asked me whether we could 


give him any information about the whereabouts 


of the "San Piliz:po" and the "San 4usebio". 
After consulting M.I.5. I told him that,,. 


according to our information, the "San Husebio" 


wes still at Copenhagen on February 25th, 
and the "San Filippo" was at Marseilleg I 
also asked him to make enquiries about the 
registry of the following ships:- 


"San Dimilios" now at Antwerp 
"San Spiridon" at Stockholm. 


He haG never hvard of the "San Dimilios" 

and thought she could not have been given 
Panamanian registry. He would, nowever, 
enguire immediately of his colleague in 
Antwerp. He had hvard of the “San Spiridon" 
but he understood that her application for _ 
registry had been refused and he was surprised 
to hear that she was registered as Panamanian. 
He promised to look into her position.also. 


JeGeS- Beith 


uth March, 
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| EEGACION DE PANAMA 
: London, 4th March, 1947 
No. GL=-510 — \ 


— E2010) 


I have the pleasure to confirm our telephone conversation of 
this morning when I informed you that, -at WA request! of Mr.Minas 
Rethymnis and duly authorized by my youernment -~E-tredl to-day 
issued resolutions cancelling the panamanian registry of the 


following vessels: "SAN DIMITRIOS", "SAN BASILIO", "SAN MIGUEL", 
"SAN “ILIPO" and "SAN EUSEBIO". 7 


The person responsible for the illegal traffic of these vessels 
4s, as I mentioned then and which you evidently must have known for 
some time, a Uaptain John Eliadis, a Greek subject, whose address. 
at the moment is not quite known but who has been seen recently at 
Antwerp, Stockholm and Marseille. John Eliadis as principal share- 
holder and President of the companies owning these vessels, was the 
real owner ans was directly resnonsible for the management of all | 


the vessels. 


s9duaLsafay 


Mr. Minas Rethymnis whom, as a result of my investigations,I ha- 
ve been able, I am happy to say, to clear completely from any par- 
ticipation in this regrettable and sordid affair, was himself only 
a nominee in the said companies and only accepted the appointments 
to satisfy certain requirements of the panamanian law.He was, as 

_ were all' other people concerned, a victim of the bad faith of Cap- 
tain John Eliadis.The firm of Rethymnis & Kulukundis,Ltd. ,Holliand 
House, Bury Street, E.U.3 had incidentally no part in the matter 
and only acted on certain occasions as depositaries of funds belong 


ing to Mr. Hliadis. 


As I mentioned to you, I have been able to prevent the SAN 
BASILIO from sailing from Gotenburg,Sweden. Thanks to the informatio 
which you have given me as to the whereabouts of the SAN EUSEBIO 
and the SAN FILIPO, I believe that I will be able to prevent their 
sailing from vopenhaguen and Marseille; I have already given 
sSnstructions to that effect.I regret that we were too late in res- 
pect of the SAN DIMITRIOS and the SAN MIGUEL and I duly note that 


they have been confiscated. 


391440 040934 9178Ng 31 40 LHD IYAdOS 


NOO NOT 


J.G.5.Beith,Hsq., 
Eastern Department, 
The Foreign Office,sS.wW.l 


 ¥. 
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What you say..as.regards the SAN SPYRIDON has taken me somewhat by 
surprise. It is true that an application for panamanian registry 
was received several months ago at the Consulate General in London 
but the proceedings were suspended because of defects of certain 
vital documents; the whole matter has now of course been cancelled 
and the vessel is, as far as I wnow, without panamanian registry. 
What you say is disturbing and I am taking steps to ascertain the 


position here. 


I do not believe that the SAN DIMILIOS is under the panamanian flag 
and it shall certainly not be, if I can help it. I have warned our 
Consul at Antwerp and I shall not fail to let you know the various 


reports which I receive. 


I do not wish to close my letter without expressing to you and the 
Foreign Office, on behalf of the tovernment of Panama and my own, 
my gratitude for your excellent co-operation in this deplorable 
matter. The Panama flag is much too good a flay and offer much too 


many advantages to shipowners, to permit the mere mention of the 
ly make a "guerre a outrance" 


word specudglation. I shall most certain | 
to any shipowner or Master who abuses of the advantages and rrotectio 


of our flag. 
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PORE IGN OFFICE S.W.l. 


Pre March | 1947. - 
—- oa ) 28 . 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


My dear Chargé d'Afiaires, 

Thank you for your letter of March 4th, 
in which you were good enough to confirms to me 
that you ftadeon that day cancelled the Panamian 

Panamanian Chargé 
a’ Affaires. 5S. registry ofnfive vessels involved in the Jewish 
(From itr, Beith) illegal immigrant¢ traffic. 

This department greatly appreciateg your 

helpful cooperation in the matter and, in view | 


of your expressed intention to prevent the 


¢ mAs Panamanian flag from being misused by the 

Ce vue <. ea | | | 

organisers of this éllegal traffic, I venture 
\ 


to draw your attention to a further five vessels, | 


RS 2IUaLa fay 


details of which are as follows:- 


Ship Location _. Approximate 


Capacity 
snap deagon Haarlem 1,000 
Shoreham Cardiff 1,000 
Lowestoft Cardiff 1,000 
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Anal (ex Ea! Gibraltar 500 
Zeltand} 
Laconia Gibraltar 1,000 
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Copies to | 
All these vessels are reported to be under 
Colonial Office, | | 

Mr. Higham. Parsganian registry and we have good reason for 


Admi ral ty 9 : 
Mir. Dodds. believing that they are Skee to be employed 


M.I.5, 
Hajor aoe -in the illegal Jewish immigrant traffic. It 


with copy o £ letter 


under reply. would be greatly ap reciatea if you Would look 
oo | thes hah) | 
into the- 3 and, if our information is con-~ 


firmed, take the necessary steps with regard to 
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removing their Pemammim registry. 


Yours sinceraly 


(Sel )fot. Berle. 
(Te4.s. Beich) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, Seiiet. 


AUT Fire vVareh, 194.7. 


Ai: CON PIDEUTYTAL 


My dear Chargé a'Affaires, 


| Thank you for your letter..of 4th March, in 

which you were good enough to dont tiem to me that you 
had on that day cancelled the Panaminiean registry of 
five vessels involved in the Jewish illegal imaigrant - 


traffic. 


This departuent greatly appreciate your helpful 
cooperation in the uwatter and, in view of your. 
expressed intention to prevent the Panamanian fle¢g 
from being misused by the organisers of this illegal 
traffic, I venture to draw your attention to a further 
five vessels, details of which sre ss follows:- 


Ship : Bocation = Approximate 


Capacity 


Snapdragon Haarlem 4,000 
Shoreham Cardiff 4,000 
Lowestoft Caraiff 1,000 
Anal (ex Earl of 7 

2etiand) Gibraltar 500 
Laconia Gibraltar 4,900 
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senor Don Husebio «4. Morales, 
Panamanian Legation, 
123, Wwarnford Court, 
Pee rnorton Street, 
GeCeoee 


All these vessels are reported to be under 
Panamanian registry and we have good reason 
for believing that they are destined to be 
employed in the illegal Jewish imnigrant 
traffic... It would be greatly appreciated 
if you would look into the case of these 
vessels and, if our information is 

confirned, take the necesBary steps with 
regerd to removing their vanamanian registry. 


Yours sincerely 


(S_a Four. Bet 


(F.G.S. Beith) 
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Cypher{0O.T.P. 


TO S. OF 3., COLONIES. 


De 5th March, L947. 
R. 5th. " 


| 


21255 rE 
i 


IMMEDIATE 
Nc.489 Top Seerst. 


Addressed S. of 5. . 
Repeated Paris (S.’of S. please pass 
o Grorus No.25 and 
C.~ineG. (Governor of Malta 
my No. 262). 


| illegal immigrant ship nomed ABRIL (vide ecrrespondence 
ending with your telegram No.77) is now expected here within 
the next day or two. AS you are aware, this ships is 

soonsored by the Bergeon srouo and her passengers, er cyhon 

600 are resorted to have been embarked at. Marseilles oa 

ist March, may therefore be presumed to be militant revisionists 
and to represent votcntial reinforcements for Treun Syai Leumi. 


Ze It is clearl:r out of the *suestion te admit a sniplosdé 
of this kind to Palestine, whilst it would be almost squaily 
unee sizable to send them to Cyprus, where they would infect 
tic ctr or detaineé Amnisrants with their extremism. Ths 
usviat Agency have been asked for their views as to disposal or 
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‘va 


these veople and huve reserved their reoly. Undoubtedly they 
(and the bulk of local Jewish opinion) would at heact weicoms 
their diversion from P roras, Dut it is unlikely 
that they will hove the frenkness to say so oft elally or 

that they will be helpful on practical aspects. 


3u Clearly the most Grastic action is reoulred te me 
the situation presented by this new development in jliegal 
iminipration. In tho circumstances, if it is confismed on 
their arrival that the ABRIL pessangers ar revisionists and 
that they werg embarked at a French port, the only alternative 
would asjear to be to ship them hack whence thay care * 


. 


r : ‘ ‘ 
’ 


think you would wish to know in advance that I ai 
considering this course of sebtion and I sugsvat that tx 
french Govcrmment should be informed now of chi 


possibility. 
i ; | 
pies sent. to Foreign Office for transmission sa Paria). 
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TQ_PALSSTINE (Genersi Sir A, Cunningham)  « 


as i 


FROM. S. OF 3. wordwTis, 
Sent 7th March, 1947. 23.00°hrs. — 


pheyg wale! 


No. 468 Top Secret. 


” 


Addressed Hirh Gommissioner Palestine, 
Repeated Governor Cyprus No, 103. 

ds CG. Ane. Mediterrangan. 

i“ H.M. Ambassador Paris, 


“ 


Your telegram No. 489, repeated to Cyprus No. 25, ‘Paris 
No.281 and C.~in-C. Mediterranean No. 282. eS ! 


AS you ara aware the question of turning back illegal 
immigrant ships to their ports of origin was considered as-a_ 
fesult of your telegram Now1212 of the 25th July, 1946 (not to 
@ll addressees). The suggestion was not considered feasible, 
not only from the practical naval point of view but also 
because of the legal objections to diverting foreign ships and 
because there was no obligation on the countries of origin to 
accept the return of Jews who were not their nationals, 
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Even if it were not impracticable with our existing 
resources to transport these peoole to France in British ships. 
the two other and principal difficulties would #til1. remain, 
and are in my opinion, and that of the Foreign Office, 
insurmountable. | 

: Although revisionist organisers of ABRIT, would | | 
undoubtedly attempt to,transport as many of their sympathisers 
a8 possible, they will have to draw on the normal pool of — 
immigrants, and there is no evidence that passengers are in. 
fact of any different calibre or volitical céanvietions Prom 
the general run, if the security aathorities are able to 

| identity/ 
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identity potentiall 
oresumé, consider the 


and their exclusion f 8 under the 
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(Copies : sent to War Registry, | Admiralty and Cypher Room, 
Foreign Office for transmission to C.-in-C. Moaiterrene mn 
and H.M. Ambassador Paria), = = 


ecretary of State 
_ Sir tT. Lleya 
Mx. I. Thomas 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM PALESTINE (Gene Sir A, Cunninghem) 
TO Ss OF 8, COLONIES. 


ae 9th March, 19b.? 
Rs 9th % 


AGadressed to S. of S, 
Repeated to Cyourus, No, 2a, 


Tliegal Immigrant shin ABRIL. 


ABRIL was intercepted on Sth March and 
ours off Jaffe and brought inte Haifa wit. 


2,  Transhipment to the EMPIRE RES? and the EMPIRE 
MTER was agcomplished without incident and 599 illegal. 
an Ag°ance aboard her are now on their way to Oyprus. 


Two irom mmAgrents have landed for hospital treatment. 


~~ 
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Se 2G PEYSONB » | pelieved to constitute the crew and 
enought +o be Americans, have been detained, There are 
alsa two newspaper correspondents on hoard. " They too have 
ween detained, 
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Admiral ty Private Seoxotery. 
i Mrsti Sea Lord: 


fy 
Me. G,6.B. Dodds. 
War Office Private Socretary. 
rej 
7 B- Otic 


ea 
teak gic. at 

Hs 13; 

Air Minjstey 

Cabinet offices 


Cole ase’ es : : 
Heiyets.s Oo re BBE ee 
Sir ow , 
" Be te Bok?’ Avis PONE. 
Fore 2. £0 oftice 


KEN, SLIDE. AT GIAO GS SERIA ONO OPEL, 


if 


391440 O40938 J178Nd IHL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


N00 NOT 


4 


re ao ee | 


reat Seerateary. 
Me. C.W, Baxter. 


$f 24 ith. 
Winistry of Defence # Wea ats Seeretary 
u sd v Re H. Wils n Smith. 


: 42 z? {f enes Btry. 
MoT. | ur. J.C. Robertson. 


Dominions Office : Private Secretary. 
Minitetry of Transport Private Secretary. 


¥oraign Office Beesuesll 
_ Department | Sip Goraodore K.C, Basse 


4 
a 


i 


He 


ry 


ay 


HARD JEL ROAM 


. Se NNT ae RRA Se REIS EE 


(O.TsPo) 


SIM Y TAD 


ROL, PAL SST INE 


22 
Cotes SRT ARTES Se POSS: feeaohoset thy ad eM aerT - 


eee . : EBs oe : : 
70. By oF Bee. IOUS NIRS 


‘ aa 3 Ta erceemttiess 2 a amb MA paths x Rat edineed AY Ye eaenneere Erte Sonia 


20un ies ., ‘ h : . AOWT. 


8B BERR ONE RN ee DY 


ee 
‘S$ 


ay Pot Vag tes Sha ® eanreecd 
I PT tb 6h are eee se sity whet ¥ te 
Ae OPS, Be has re knew. BAT es Lane : 


x ake Salta 
oh NE ‘ y 
a BS MPG ot 


has BY 


Piteoas: 
cope gg hs 


ea 


LLLP GPO SS Aye We Hee mR Sg MEME ate ee Ee NR LIT SPO, HEAL ZU eT I Te Te beg RN TIE TS NEE BB TRU PRE AE hele TONEY ated LING TRIE ae Oe be LORE Vevey fuged! 


‘s, é 
Spa? Mme ed nase $ 


a 8 


pin Fre por 


coo 


bee e Meeee pe eRe be 


Last Paper. 
2032 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


32008 F.0.P 


$118" Majesty: s Minister. 
spresents his. compliments to HeMe Pr : tery of 
and has the honour to transits ie hint ‘oh ay i 55 
_ documents. | 


British.. Lege tion, 
Panama, ? 


| Description of Enclosure. 


| Name and Date. _ _ Subject. 


be 
< 
rd 
6? | 
= 
= 
=) 
nu 
+ 
= 
mm. 
be « | 
‘ 
te] 
cr 
a 
] 
en 
© 
°o 
ES] 
o 
°o 
be | 
= 
© 
m 


Clipping from local = || ~=_Jewish Refugees. 
newspaper, "Panama Ame ricai | = 
porkery | 21st, 1947. | 


N00 NOT 


3479 250192 (4 


fy sf 


Tpp- Registered 
Ships Used For 
‘Secret Voyages 


| STOCKHOLM, Feb. 21—(UP) 
‘The sale last year of five : 

, Ships—each .60 years.’ old—by 
Swedish shipping : company’ 
'SVEA to an unnamed Panama ' 
‘| shipping company on behalf of: 
ta Jewish Refugee Organization, 
|in Europe came to light today} 
| when the Swedish Sailors As-: 
| sociation. blacklisted one of the: 
| vessels because of tts half- rot-, 
‘ten condition. | 
| The -vessels, all 2,000 tons, ' 
‘| were the San Basilio, .San Mi-|, 

‘| guel, San Spiridon, San Filipo ;; 
‘}and San Dimitro. } 
(| Expressen, a Stockholm af- | 
| texnoon paper, said three of 

| the ships were in: Swedish har- 
|bors for repair after secret 
| trips in the Mediterranean. 

-| The ship which Sw 

2 Ww wa g 

1| sign a crew in "Gothenburg. 
Sailors from the San Dimitro/|; 
interviewed by Expressen said |; 
all. five ships flew Panama 
‘| colors and uSed Swedish crews 

s|only as far as Marseilles.: 

After returning to Stockhalm | 
they recognized pictures. of 
ships in Haifa harbor, they, 
said. 

The ships were apparenYy 
transporting refugees - from'/ 
Scandinavia’ and various Med-; 

: een ports, — _ Expressen | 
said. are 
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T76081/464/ 47. 
Confidential. | A € | 
Gontsseutiel E27 I9 | 


Tumedinte. 


Colonial Office, 


ver 


dy dear Dodds, 
As you are aware there are several vessels 
suspected of being potential carriers of iliege ! 
immigrants to Yalestine whieh are now ig Pritish or 
Colonial ports. Theres ere at Tardis? the “Shorehen" 
and “Lowestoft, both of Sxnamanlan registry, 
there is, i believe, a posasiiiie fanamanian suspect 15 
Gibralter. The Forelgen Office are having consideracle 
success in their. .efforte to persuade the Psanasanian 
Chargé d'affaires to cancel the registry of suspect 
Ships. it ig not clear, however, owitther were 
cancellation of registry will in itaelf prevent the 
deperture of a ship or leaa te the port authorities 
refusing clearunce; l understand that this would 
depend on the laws of the country in whose port the 
ship is lying. ae . . Se: 
ae ee J should ‘be “rateful if yea or Keenlyside ~ 
could sdviee tie whikt tae positiun ta in chis coontry: 
and whether action oould be taken to prevent the two 
ships in Cardiff sailing (a) if the Panamanian registry 
is cancelled (b) if it is not. ; | 
it ig also possible that the ships may be 


fitted wath inadequate life-saving equipment, judging 
% jUip | | 


1aouasafay 


giile 
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@% the,shi that arrive in Palestine. 
Perhaps a look-put "co ulg be“sept to see that every 
| raotion Ig. placed n thé way of these vessels and 
that every form of administrative delay is employed, 


Pk, ae : 
it might be useful if beith coyld enguire 
whet sre the-regulstions sabsut giving and’ withholding 
Clearance in Preseh and other foreign vorts. I am 
looking into the Cibreltar Situation, © 


f@epies of this letter sre being sent. to 
4 ive 2. 2 eg o “} wt : ae “R. a mie “wee ; thor. ge it ee “yer 
Be i th, KEGG Ly rede La @ , eae OVER ETN ES Wy Viger tia ast wag y) a 


Yours sinecrely, 


Q.0. Wigan 
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P.S. I should be grateful for a very urgent reply 
as my Secretary of State is most anxious to have an 
estimate of the numbers of immigrants likely to reach 
Palestine in the next few months and much depends on 
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3.4.8. Beith, Esq, 
Foreign Office, 
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| ADMIRALTY, 8. W.1. 
M/NID, 0281/27 14th March, 1947. 
. SECRET e 


My dear John, 


Thank you for your letter 76021/46A/47 of the 
i2th March about the SHOREHAM and LOWESTOFT. 


I need hardly tell you that these two ships 
have been exercising our minds very considerably 
as we are responsible for their having fallen into 
undesirable hands. 


Ss. ee will be glad to hear that both ships are in 
need of repair and that instructions have been given 
for repair ifeences to be refused. The LOWESTOFT 

could not in her present condition even be towed 

eBay. The SHOREHAM could be towed away but could not 

i a ee ee shall pag agin or 

open an opportunity of preventing arture 

by means of technical and administrative obstruction. 


4. I am sending copies of this letter to the 
recipients of yours. I expect that Dalmahoy who has 
relieved Keenlyside will be able to answer the other 


points in your letter. 
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Yours ever, 
G.C.B. DODDS 


| potning street, 
3.W.1. 


For the information of J, Baith USO os 


ESR/'Fa/376 


“Jy 
2099/44) Tf 


i refer to y ur letter dsted 12th Hirai, 1947 kef 
76023/,6A adireased to Dodds, Aduiralty, a e py of whieh 
wes sent to Keenlyside who hes o.w leit the .inistry. 


fauaLafay 


We have sought the opinion of the Treasury -olleitor 
on the points raised in yuur letter and he hes advised as 
follows: - | 


"Arrest of a ship can only be effected by the issue 
of a writ, preliminary to Court proceedings. There are, 
however, in certain cases a right under the M.S. Acts to 
@etain a foreign ship. 


I would point out that an officer of Cust:.s ia under 
a statutory duty to refuse clearange or transit to any 
Ship uitii. the Master f the ship has declared to thsi offLoer 
the name o2' the nation to which he claims that ehip belongs. 
If a ship attempts to proceed to sea witiout sueh clearance 
she may be detained, 

All that is required of the Master is a declaratios 20 
that ihe nere fact that ner registration has been cancelled, 
although 4t night cause a slight delay, c.uld easily be got 
over by the Master making ao decleraticon to the Custome uf fleer, 


/if 
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J. D. Higham, faq, 
Colonial Uffiee, 
Downing Stweet, S.W.2. 


If the papers were otherwise in order the ship would be 
entitled to clearence. aA foreign ship oan under Jecti « 462 
of the “erchant Ghip,ing Act 1894 be detained if “unsafe by 
reason of defeative conditisun of her huli equignents, or 
machinery, or by reason of overloading or unproper 
or bs reason of undermanning’. ‘This is somewhat Linitoed 
as you will see. If the ship is suing to sail in baliast 
and bolds 4 cosvention certificate of safety issued by the 
Panamanisn Governnent I ean foresee dirficulty in detaining 
her on life saving ap:licances unlese the supp y of such is 
clearly below that specified in the certific: te < te, 
al that oould be done would be to get her surveyed with a 
view to stating, in the aase «if a passenger ship, how many 
psasengers she is (it to carry (seetion 17 (1) (G, oS 
M.S. (Safety and .wed Sine Conventions) Aet, 1932). I have 
uo doubt one ean be obstruative and put aiffieulties in the 
way of the shiv sailing, but must oe chary of detainin,: a 
ship unless we are entitled s. to do”, 
A cory of this letter as been sent tu the reogipients 
of your letter. 


Yours So... 9 
er eh eee 


AOR GiNkua. R. OU. 43KeY 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 
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No. E 2199/84/31 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


The Chancery, 
Paris. 


OUT FILE | | Le 
+4 0 C[quaren, 1947, 


Dear Chancery, 


In connexion with the recent Jewish 


| illegal immigration movement through 


| France, the Colonial Office have asked 


us whether we can find out what are 
the regulations governing the grant or 
withholding of clearance in French ports. 

We should be grateful if you would 
let us have a brief report on the position, 
with particular referenze to our present 
orobleéenm. We do not of course require 
coyies of the relevant French regulations 
but merely a brief statement of 
"rench practice in this Matter. 

Yours ever, 


Eastern Department. 


Omar ly 


2] 
° 
c 
=< 
b | 
@ 
= 
anf 
© 
hi 
~4 
= 
rm 
~~ 
i= 
@ 
r 
o 
b | 
m 
o 
v=) 
r] 
o 
f=] 
vt 
a] 
rz) 
m 


NOO NOT 


e 4 OUTFILE 1 
FOREIGN OFFICE, SeVele 


19th March, 1917. 


(E 2199/84/31) 


Dear Chancery, 


In connexion with the recent 
Jewish illegal immigration movement 
through France, the Colonial office 
have asked us whether we can find out 
what are the regulations governing 


the grant or withholding of clearance 
in French ports. 


We should be grateful if you 
would let us have a brief report on 
the position, with particular reference 
to our present problem. We do not of 
course require copies of the relevant French 
regulations but merely a brief statement 
of French practice in this matter. 
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Yours ever, 
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Rastern Department. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Paris. 
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word Taverchapel, D: 4.45 a.m, 12th liarch, 1947 
th iarch, 1947, KR: 10.25 a.m. 12th March, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusalen, 
Panama, 


AAAA 


URL ; Ait f y ! Fe Al key 
haf 
Jerusalem telegram No,519, to Colonial Office. 


Illegal immigrants into Palestine, 


New York Times reported on iiarch 7th the presence 
for repairs in Norfolk Virginia of "President Warfiela", 
She had been Chesapeake Bay Liner and later a naval 
auxiliary in the war. Her tonnage is not mentioned but 
her ‘present crew mumbers 40, of whom four fifths are said 
to be Jews, Master is William S, Schlegel. She carries 

/ only 35 tons of mess kits and life jackets. Some of the 
crew admit that her destination was Palestine and indicated 
| fast she was to follow "Abril" (see my telegram No 7,578 
of 1946) ° E P ie 4 fo 
GS 
2, According to report she was offered for Sale by 
United States Marine Comission a year ago and bought by 
Potomac Shipwrecking Company of Washington in November 1946, 
by whom she was sold to an umaned New Yorker, Alleged 
owners, West Trading Company of New York, and agents, 
Alcoa Steamship Company of New York, are both reported to 
have denied knowledge of her but an anonymous Jewish 
source in New York is alleged-to have stated that she is 
owned by Hagen& It also appears from report that she has 
passed to Panamaian flag, 


Se I have already written to lerp omitted] Ambassador 
requesting that Panamaian Government should withdraw 
Panamaian registry from the ship if the facts are confirmed, 
and have asked Consul at Norfoli: and Consul General at New 
York to investigate. Attention of the State Department 
has also been drawn to report, which they had not seen, 
they promised to make enquiries but on legal aspect 
referred to reply about Abril contained in ny telegram 
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5. [sic] We have at present no lnowledge of any 
further ships. 
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BRON PAL SST 


20th March, 1947. 


it 


addressed ta S. of S. . 
Repeated to ths Agbaseador Siar Sat 
No.4 o 


 Jilegel Imeigration. 


Reuters report on 8th arch refers 
to "Seeret salling for Palestine from the U3. 
of a sinall fleet (of iliegal immigrants ships) 
including a former U.S. Navy vessel and a 
yacht bought as Goverment surplus". Vessels 
are said to have been purchased by Hagana. 
Particular ease of PRESTDAND VaRFISLD is 
referred to. 


2s I shali be grateful Lor any information 
on this subject. 


| | 7Copies 
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oc . i 
-— Ton WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
| -_— 


Aes 6th March 1947 


Ref: 4421/3/47 fe pace apf f 
C10 O}U /rto1 6/e 


Dear Department, 


Would you please refer to correspondence 
beginning with oyr letter 2587/1/46 of 12th October 
last and ending’“with our telegram to the Foreign 
Office No. 6261 of 26th October regarding certain 
ships sold on behalf of the Canadian Government, 
some of which had been used on resale for the 
transport of illegal Jewish immigrants. 


These ships had eventually obtained 
Panamanian registry and one of them, the "OWEN 
SOUND", which was subsequently renamed the "CADIO", 
was thought likely to be used for this purpose, 
since the two others, the "NORSYD" and the 
"BEAUHARNOIS" had been intercepted while carrying 
illegal Jewish immigrants, and the "CADIO" herself 
was known to have been in Naples on 29th July last. 


We now enclose copies of a letter which 
we have received from the Panamanian Ambassador in 
Washington, together with a translation of the 
enclosure, and of our reply. The enclosure to the 
Panamanian Ambassador's letter deals with the 
"CADIO" and suggests that that particular ship 
may in fact have been used for the dispatch of 
contraband arms to Greece. We should be interested 
to know if you have any further information about 
her possible connection with illegal immigration 
into Palestine, which we could pass on privately to 
the Panamanian Government in order - if necessary <- 
to urge withdrawal of the Panamanian registry from 
the vessel, 
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We are sending copies of this letter to 
Panama, Rome, Athens and Jerusalen. 


Yours ever, 


Foreign Office, 


Eastern Department, CHANCERY 
London, S.W.l. 4 


COPY 


PANAMANIAN EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


January 23, 1947 


Excellencys 
His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Panama has asked me to send to Your Excellency 
a copy of the letter addressed to our Consul General 
in New York, by ‘the Director of the Consular Section, 
Ministry of the Treasury, with regard to several 
complaints made by the Charge d'affairs of Panama in 
Rome, Italy, against the S.8. ae of the Cadio 
pins de Navegacion, S.A. | 
I am complying now with the request of our 
Chancery, for the kind attention of Your Excellency. 
I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate 


to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest 
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consideration, 


JeJ. VALLARINO 


The Right Honorable the Lord Inverchapel 
Ambassador of Great Britain 
Washington, D.C. 


+ ‘s “copy 
| British Embassy, resningion 7 
6th. March 1947 * 


Your’ Excellency, 
ae have. the honour to acknowledge the 


eeetink of Your Excellency! s letter of the 23rd 
January in which you were good, enough to enclose 
a copy of a letter addressed to the Panamanian 


Consul-General in New York by the Director of the 


:auUasafay 


Consular Section of the Ministry of the Treasury 
regarding several Scapresnte made by the Charge 
d'affaires of Panama in Rome against the 8.8. "CADION 


of the Cadio Compania de Navegacion, Ss. A. 
I am most grateful to. ‘Your Excellency 


for sending me this information, which will be 


communicated to my Government. 
. Dhave the honour to be, 
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| Sir, 
Your ‘Excellency’ s most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


His Excellency INVERCHAPEL 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


Gypkrer (O.T.P.} 


PSR I A 
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FROM PALESTING (Gen. Sir A. Conniueham} 


TO is OF S., COLONIES. 
FUREY IES PER LIAN S CRAP LTS be a? FRI PEE CD LOA APRS 


Do LOth April, 1947. 
tf 


Ro LOth i 326005 Bre. 


No. 760: Secret 


Addressed to the 5. of S, 
Repeated to Washington No.76. 
" " Athens (S. of S. please pass as my | 
téelegraa No. (soerupt etoun™). Begins: 


¢ 


Anerican Consul General hore, .as charged with 
protection of Panamanian interests, tas msde revresgentations 
regarding alleged complaint by british lnhessy Weshington 
(presumably te Peanamaniton Minister) that vessel GAaDTC 
flying Panamanion flag flying between Pirssus anc 
(corrupt froup ? Haifa®™) enrared in traffic in illeral 
Jewish imuigration, 
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eo i have no infcrmation supporting the view that 
CSDi0 1s engaged in this treffic. 


N00 NOT 


3- Grateful for information as to action taken 
by H.M.'S Sibassy Washington, with indication of the 
grounds for conplaint if made. Also Por culdance as 
to terms of reply to bea sent to the American Consul 


General « 
don being obtained. 


(Gopies to Cypher Room Poreisn Offius 
Poe GFepnsti tion to Athens» 
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Cypher (0,2. P. ) 


FROM PALE STING (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


TOS. OF 5. , COLONLUS. 
D, ith April, 19h 7 Ge aca 
R. 13th vee 2145 RS. 


NO- 777 See rete 


AG yvessed to 0, oF 3S 


Repented to Washington No. 


Leprem Now 740, 
ints egainst vessel CADIG. 


Later information availabis here 
53 


CADIG is engaged on considerable passenger 


Naples, Marseiliss, Plracus, Haire, ALegand 


called at Haifa 13 times during the pas 
bone fide passenvers onlye 


rs] 
© 
~v 
=< 
r ] 
o> 
= 
+ 
© 
mv 
«4 
= 
mi 
~v 
‘— 
ao 
| ond 
Oo 
xz 
m 
rw] 
° 
r | 
i— 
°o 
"I 
wh 
oO 
m 


N00 NOT 


i 


pet TeeLt 


Sa dov banye SOs 


SAP IIE tet TFSI gone rd Lowel Yeheg 


Nae PST: 3 


wah: 


» 


ion aie bi 1, if tf aaa yw 30 rere 
b jhe. E10 biel sel WN ¥9 LEILA 
fk PbS 5 Ke eke wre bpaey is 
Suits 2a pyle JZ Kae lilad eawtk th  : Pyiyit yrelion 
in Regitry| of Ld ny ee = V4 olslal , 
} y Usc/ Moy 
Last Paper. 


S220 


References. 


(Minutes.) 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


9.10. [datdeeg 


vi. 
< 
= 
o 
= 
=f 
°o 
~4 
= 
mn 
J 
c 
@ 
cr 
oO 
a 
© 
°o 
2] 
o 
°o 
wh 
fal, 
© 
ag 
vr 
°o 
zz 
bd 


(Action | (I 
completed.) 


22 S 0 32003 F.0.P 


94 t_£60/K-20/47) 


HIS Majesty’s Minister 
presents his compliments to Prine 8 A 
m the unde Rola 8. 


and has the honour to transmit to h 


PE iim... |E 2228 | 


MEN. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


‘Foreign Office t TAF Fopraary, 2 


Desonpeee of ‘Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Note No.50 to Cuban visas being 
Cuban State Department,| used to facilitate 
Jewish illegal 


of 15th February 1947. 
| immigration traffic. 
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—— 8479a [80897] (8) 


BRITISH LEGATION 
HAVANA, 
16th February 1947. 


No. 50 
(68/K~«20/ 47) 


Your Excellency, 
I have the honour to inform Your Exeelleney 


on eee instructions which I heve received from His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
that two Jewish illegal vessels, the "ULUA" and the "MERICA 
NAPOLI", recently embarked approximately 600 Jewa each at 
Trelleborg (sweden) and Sete (South France) respectively. 
Both perties held Cuban visas. It if also reported that 
another vessel,the "SAN MIGUEL”, is collecting 700 Jews with 
The “ULUA" and the "ERICA NAPOLI" 


s9IuaLafay 


Cuban vieas at Sete. 
have slready srrived in Palestine waters and the other ship 


is likely to follow shortly. 

I am to point ont to Your Rxeellency that 
visas for Cuba are being used to fecllitate Jewish illegal 
immigration traffic (with consecuent embarrassment to His 
Majesty's Government), and to exprene the urgent hope that 
Your Exeelleney's Government will investigate the ¢iroumstances 
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in whioh the visas heave been granted, If as seems likely 
the visas are forged Your Exeellency's Government will no 
doubt take eteps to put a stop to this practice as it is 
quite evident that the holders of these visas never intended 


to travel to Cuba, 
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to 


Your Exeellency the assurance of my. highest eonsideration. 


Hia Exeellency, 
Sefior Rafael P. Gonzales Murioz,. J. L. DODDS 
Minister of State of the ; | 
Republie of Cuda, 
Ministry of State 
HAVANA. 
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completed. TU, 
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b | INWARD TELEGRAM 
a oe COPY. 


Cypher (0. T.P, ) 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
fO Ss. OF 38., COLONIES. 


D. 28th February, 1947. 


R. 28th 13.30 hra. 


IMPORTANT 
-No.439 Secret. 
Illegal Immigration. 


| There are persistent reports that Ships arriving in 
the near future (e.g. ULUA) will carry american crews, the 
objective being to embrotl us with the U.S. over any untoward 
incidents or prosecutions which may result. If these are 
on board when Ships are apprehended and can be identified, they 
will be prosecuted for abetting Illegal immigration. You may 
wish to Consider whether it would be desirable to give the 
U.S. authorities advance notification of this intention, _ 
Copies sent to. epee eee ree meat ee . _ 
No.10 Downing Street 
Lord President 
Admiral ty | 
"ft 


PeS. to Prime Minister, 
Private Secretary. 
Private Secretary. 
Firat Sea Lord. 

Mr. G.C.B. Dodds. 
‘Private Secretary. 
GolszG. 8. 

Lt.Cole J.G. Atkinson. 
Ute Col. W. Gord. 
Chief of Air Staff. 
Private Secretary. 

Sir No Brools, 

Mp. ELA. Armstrong. 
Private Secretary, 

hit. C.W. Baxter, 

ir. Beith. | 
Private Secretary. 

Sir H. Wilson Smith. 
Defence Registry. 

Mr. J.Q. GRObertson. 
Private Secretary. | 
~ Air Commodore K.C. Buss, 
~ Private Secretary. 
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76021/46A/47. a hes —— 


a dest env , 


Thank you for your letter E.1587/84/31 of the 6th March 
asking that the master and crew of the "Ulua" should be 
prosecuted in the Palestine Courts. 


You will probably now have seen Palestine telegram No. 
459, of which I enclose a copy for ease of reference, from 
which you will see that this is in fact the High Commissioner's 
intention if the crew can be identified; while according to 
“Press reports the American crew of the “Abril't are to appear 
before a district court in the next few days. LI gather that 
when Higham and Beith discussed this telegram the Foreign 
Office view was that it was unnecessary to give the United 
States authorities advance notification of the intention to 
take action against any American members of the crew, since 
United States nationals must expect to pay the normal 
penalties for any infringements of the laws of Palestine. 
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I can assure you that it is with very great regret that 
the Palestine Government have had to abandon proceedings 
against the crews of earlier arrivals. Since Palestine 
cannot legislate with extra-territorial effect, prosecutions 
can be successfully pursued only if it can be proved to 
the Court that the offence of abetting illegal immigration 
has been committed inside territorial waters. Those on 
board illegal immigrant ships are well aware of this and 
take due precautions to ensure that no evidence can be found 
against the crews. In some cases the crews have been 
battened down under hatches to give the appearance of 
their having been overpowered by the passengers. It looks 
as if the "Abril" crew have either not been very clever, 
or else are deliberately seeking martyrdom, in order that 
the American League may use their arrest to try to raise 
a storm in the United States over detention by the British 


TOE aes 5s 


WOO NOT 


SIR ROBERT HOWE, K.C.M.G. 


— 


ie 


i494 MAR i920 
of United States nationals engaged in the humanitarian 
task of taking Jewish refugees "home". 


ae 
pie 
€ 


Palestine, In other 
have mingled with the 


We will certainly keep you informed of any develop- 
ments in regard to the crew of the "Ulua" and that of the 
Abril", and we shall ask the High Commissioner to repeat 
any telegrams or despatches on this subject to Washington, 


You may: have heard from Garran that the question of 
action on other lines has not been neglected, 


i qncere hy 
| Mtb est 
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Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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No 612/ 84/21/47 E OF 
hed HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents his 


Wiempliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
: ef e ‘ e 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 


mentioned documents. 


British Embassy 
Washington, D. C. | 
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Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Copy of letter to New York Times report 
Panamanian Ambassador | on "PRESIDENT WAR« 
Washington, 10th FIELD". 

March, and enclosure. 
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Your Exeellency, 

I have the honour to invite Your Excelleney's 
attention ta the enclosed cutting from Page 45 of the 
Hew York Times of Mareh 7th regarding the &.8,. 
"PRESIDENT WARFIELD", which is now at Norfolk, 


Bowes Te =k Lk 


Virginia, undergoing Fepairs, It is indicated in 
paragreph 6 of the New York Times report that this 
ship has been transferred to the Panamanian flag 
and the story indicates that she may be destined | 
for the transport of illegal Jewish famicrants: to 
Palestine. _ 
In your letter of February 13th Your Excellency 
Was good enough to inform me with regard to the vessel 7 
ABRIL" (then thought to be named “ARTEUS"), which is 
also mentioned in this report, that instructions had 
been sent to the Panamanian Co 5a 
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His ‘Eueelioney 
enor Pr. Don J.J. Vallarino, 
DR: isador £.& ea! ef Panama, 
Washingt on, BD 


to refuse Panamanian registry to her, 80 as to 
prevent vessels flying the Panamanian flag from 
being used for illegal activities. in. view of this 
expreasion of the Panamanian Government's policy in 
regard to such ships, I should be most grateful, 
should the New York Times story prove to be sub- 
stantially aceurate, if Your Excellency would request 
the Panamanian Governnent to withdraw Panamanian | 
registry from the "PRESIDENT WARFTELD", I shall be 
happy to provide any further information which may 
come to my attention about the ship, and I have no 
doubt that Your Exeellency will also be anxious to 
avoid any incident which might arise should improper 
use be made of her, 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Excellency’ s most obedient, 

humble Servant, 

JOHN BALFOUR  ( Signed) 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR: 
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Reda Little craft, heportea Fitted Out in secret’ tcRun 
_ ‘Immigrants: Through Bertten eee Awaits: ‘Repatrs. i 


~ By George, Horne 


: A. dark: aura of eyetese surrounded the trim little 
Chesapeake Bay liner President Warfield as she lay in the 
- waters of Hampton. Roads yesterday awaiting a survey for | 
_ damage repairs. En route across the Atlantic to a destination 
and a service of which her crew spoke. vaguely, the small 
«passenger ‘eraft last: week entered the severe Atlantic storm | 
 afea and was towed into Norfollc: with ‘sea-water entering | 


_ through sprung. seams. 


: Garrying a cargo. of only thirty-five tons. ~ eet of 
it. made up of such items as life jackets and mess-kits - and 
manned by a crew:of forty, she: first took on the role of | 
mystery ship on: ‘Feb. 25 when:she sailed from Baltimore. 
Ostensibly bound for a she adalesedty carried: no sea charts. 


aoe Chinese waters. 


| Her crew was 80 per cent Jewish. The first mate : was 
Jewish, and some of the seamen admitted that they were going 
to. Palestine. Several were born there, they: said. They 
indicated that the President. Warfield would sail in the wake 
of the little yacht Abril and other craft bought here in | ee 
the surplus ship market and secretly fitted out to run | 
unticketed immigrants through the British blockade to 


Palestine. — 


Capt. William Be. Schlegel, ataster of the Warfield, said Pe 
in Baltimore that he knew nothing of the ship's ultimate — 
destiny and that his job was merely to take her to Palestine. 

He will leave the. vessel there, he said. , 


An: attempt. to trace the various. steps by which she 
passed. from. the role of valiant Navy auxiliary to that of — 
a bare-decked craft carrying thirty-five tons of mess-kits 
and life jackets to "Chinal only heightened the mystery. 
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WOO NOT 


Her passing from the American flag to that of Panama 

was bemoaned ‘by members of the Steamship Historical Society, 

.. @ group of ship lovers who sing praises of the convoy of 
eight little ships that fought their way into the Atlantic 
on a stormy winter. night. in 1942. | 


‘There was the Warfield; two of the once-popular , 
Boston. boats, the. Boston and. New York, and another Chesapeake 
Bay liner, the Yorktown. There were the Northland and South- 
- Land, the Nashua and New Bedford. - They. were on loan to the 
British then,. and thé British called ‘them “gkimming dishes". 
Only five of’ them got to the British ets and one was 


the Warfield. 


Frank Oo. Braynard, editor. of. the nistorical Ceesateae 
tion's paper, "Steamboat Bill of Facts," riffling through . 
his records on famous boats, told. how’ the small ships were . 
heavily. boarded: up. ‘and. bulwarked and how, later: the Germans - 
claimed they had sunik three vessels. of: the qaech Mary. class. 


| Poack 


Back in the United: States. reserve. . fleet, he. Warfield 


| was. ‘broken: out and. offered: ‘for sale -by the. Maritime | 

_ Commission a year ago. On Nov.1l 1946 she ‘was sold on an 

- unrestricted basis to the Potoniac ‘Shipwrecking - ‘Company, 
Washington. She- brought. $8 ,¢ 028, and two’ days later, : 

according to unconfirmed report, the: company was. offered 

$40,000 for her. ‘The Potomac : concern. refused to. give the — 

name of ‘the. Parehsser, SAYERE’ only” ‘that. it was a man 


in. New York", 


Tn Norfolk, where ‘the attesed craft ‘awaited xepaina. 
yesterday, crew. men said thatthe Alcoa’ Steamship Company © 
was her. agent, and - referred inquiries there, They also. 


‘said the. owner was the. Weston Trading oe: of = Stone. Ste 


New York. 


7 At the ie dgdanbaes of Alcoa at. VV Battery Place, a 
spokesman for the line said it never heard of the President 
Warfield, and that it. certainly. had nothing to do with her, 
No Weston Trading Company is. listed in the telephone’ book, | 


| In the old-fashioned office building on Stone Street, 
however, on the fifth floor, in a cubicle room crowded by a 


desk, several chairs and five men almost elbow to elbow, was 


the office. The door had the legend "Marine Baereyen* and, 
below it, "Weston Trading Company". | 


At the desk one man was. eoantiee money ina ‘steel 
security box. Another was whispering at the coin=box — 
telephone on the wall as messages came in. 


ae S third told a reporter yes the company bought the’ | 
President Warfield but any inquiries would have to go to 
Capt. E. Weiss at Alcoa’ 's Norfolk office. = completed 


the circle. 


An authoritative Palestine source ie. New York, | 
requesting anonymity, provided another clue. "She is owned 
by Haganah, the Palestine underground. organization," he 
said. He ‘provided an unlisted telephone number and a name. 


| The man answering there said "Warfield? Warfield? 
. How do you spell it?" | | | 
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Lord Inverchapel D. 12.87 p.m. 22nd March, 1947. 


55 , | 
eend March, 1947. R. 7.20 pem. 22nd March, 1947. 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Tegucigalpa. 


0000 fey bls 


My telegram No. 1744. aid Saaiaseiitn into 
Palestine. 


Information just received from Norfolk indicates 
that repairs to "President Warfield" have in fact 
been completed and that the ship left on March 20th 
for Philadelphia where she will take coal and then 

4, MAR proceed to Marseilles. Consul General Philadelphia 
® yy 18 being asked to ascertain her dateof departure 
My ae there if possible. 
by oo. 
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[This telegram is of 
retained by the auth 2 


Cypher/OTP. 


No ace 

, fe) = 

aa aaa! . Re 1.30 pom 23rd March, 1947. 
21st March, 1947. fone bane 


Repeated fo naengeee 
British Middle East Office Cairo, 


Paris, 
Rome. 


—-_ es a oD 


Restricted, 


Your telegram No.615,~~ & | ie 


Illegal immigration of Jews, 


So far as 
no traffic of 


tt rep 
. _. ar 


a a 


WOONOT 391430 090938 21I98Ng 3HL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


across thet 


2, T shall watch the situation closely but unless 
you have information indicating that this traffic has re- 
efer not to urge the Yugoslav Govern= 


started, I would pr 
ment to do sonathing which, as far as I am aware, 
they. are already doing. 

Foreign Office pass to Washington, British Middle 
wast Office Cairo and Paris as my telegrams Nos, 54, 1 
and 18 respectively. ; ge 

[Repeated to Washington, British Middle Hast Office 
Cairo and Saving ParisJ.. 
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£2592/84/81 

in Clair DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2. 
FROM FORSIGN OFFIC! TO BELGRADE. 7 

No. i. 

ist April 1947. D 2.16 pm. ist April 1947. 


VvvV 


G Your ‘telegram No. 367 [of March 21st: Jewish 
‘illegal immigration], paragraph 2. 


IT agree. 
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Pie Gaerne 75 _ =): | | 
eueeeAae a DEPARTMENTAL no,1 <7 [i 
FROM WA | ) 


Lord Inverchapel. : 
No.1795 D. 7-52 poem. 24th March, 1947 


24th March, 1947. Re. 2.20 aom. 25th March, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusalen 
Tegucigalpa (Saving) 


My telegram No.1755. ea she : 


Illegal immigration into Palestine. 


| Consul General at Philadelphia discovered that 
"President Warfield" was in Philadelphia on the morning - 
of March 22nd and was to take oil (not coal). At our 
request Honduranean Ambassador instructed his acting 
Consul General New York to go to Philadelphia and take 
away ship's Honduranean registry. On arrival in 
Philadelphia he reported that the ship had already left. 
We thereupon enquired of [gp. undec. ?His Majesty's 
Consul General] if this were true and on learning fron 
him that she had merely chawged her berth and was still 
there, we again approached Honduranean Ambassador. 


2. Hondur&énean Ambassador has now informed us that 
he has telegraphed to Chief of the Customs at Philadelphia, 
apparently to inform him that ship's Honduranean registry 
has been withdrawn and has instructed Acting Honduranean 
Consul General New York to proceed again to Philadelphia 
to take away the ship's papers. I will telegraph again 
as soon as result of this action is known. 
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